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HIS HOLINESS 


POPE JOR AAT 


WHO ON MAY 10th 1963 
. GRANTED THE APOSTOLIC BLESSING TO PRIESTS, 
RELIGIOUS AND FAITHFUL 
OF SAINT. ROSE PARISH ON THE DAY OF ITS 
SOLEMN CENTENARY MASS 


Supreme pastor of the Church at the time St. Rose Parish was‘organitzed in 
1863 was Pope Pius IX. Succeeding him was Pope Leo XIII in 1878; Pope Pius X 
in 1903; Pope Benedict XV in 1914; Pope Pius XI in 1922; Pope Pius. XIT in 1929; 
Pope John XXIII in 1958. He died less than a month after extending to us his 
Apostolic Blessing. Enthroned as his suecessor is our present reigning Holy 


Father, Pope Paul VI. SE MOR 
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MOST REVEREND 


BEQORGE J. REMKIING, “3.7.0. 


| BISrOr Or TOLEDO 
WHO PRESIDED AT THE SOLEMN CENTENARY MASS 
~ IN SAINT ROSE CHURCH 
MAY 26, 1963 


At the time Father Macheboeuf came to Perrusburg im 1839, the Diocese of 


Crnemnati, presided over by Bishop Purecll, comprised the entire State of Olio. 
When the northern section of Ohio became the Diocese of Cleveland in 1847, Per- 
rushburg fell under the jurisdiction of Bishop Amadeus Rappe and his suecessors, 
Bishop Gilmour, Bishop Horstman and Bishop Farrelly. On August 11, 1911, 

Right Reterend Joseph 
Schrembs, DWD., its first Bishop. He was succeeded bi Bishop Samuel A. Striteh, 
2, in 1921-  Bisho Karl J. Alter, DW, sueceeded tw 1931, to be: followed hy 


Bishop Rehring in 1950, 
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History of St. Rose Parish 
Karly Missionaries 


The village of Perrysburg was laid out by 
the United States in 1817 at what was then 
described as the head of navigation on the 
Maumee. But the first mention of the vil- 
lage in church annals appears twenty-two 
years later in the diary of Father Mache- 
boeuf, a French missionary who was later 
to become first Bishop of the Colorado ter- 
ritory, the hero of Willa Cathev’s novel, 
“Death Comes for the Archbishop.” Work- 
ing his way north from Tiffin through woods 
and swamps in 1839, he met an Irishman 
who told him of a sick man hving in the 
neighborhood of Dowling. There he found 
several Catholic families with whom he re- 
mained to baptize their children and offer 
Sunday Mass. Thence he went on to Perrys- 
burg, where he found one French family. After visiting this family, he 
and his horse swam the river and visited Maumee, which was to have 
its first resident pastor two years later in the person of Father Rappe. 

- Other priests must have set foot upon Perrysburg soil before 
Father Macheboeuf’s visit. Jesuit missionaries had labored among the 
Indians in this nreavasrearly as L751.) From 1794001796. Father Ed- 
mund Burke served as Catholic chaplain in the British army based at 
Fort Miami. The famed Father Gabriel Richard, only priest ever to be 
elected to Congress from the Michigan territory, and one of the founders 
of the University of Michigan, also visited here. 


The First Congregation 

The first Catholic group to immigrate here from Europe were Ger- 
‘mans who came after the revolution of 1848, settlhng in Middleton 
Township, several miles west of the present Dixie Highway between 
Roachton and Five Points Roads. For the 
most. part, they had been members of St. 
Bartholomew's Parish “in Kricherenbach, 
Bavaria. As early as 1850, they were find- 
ing their way through the woods to St. 
Joseph’s Church in Maumee. Its baptismal 
register for that vear reveals these famil- 
lar names: Scheipel, Alt, Deimling, Lucas, 
Goetz, Schwind and Hoffman. Other fam- 
ilies reported in C, W. Evers “History of 
Wood County” include Cornelius, Hilla- 
brand, Harbaugh, Getz, Amon, Schmidt, 
Spoerl, Haas and Munger. Naturally, the 
settlers aspired to having a church of their 
“own. Already in 1850, Anthony Weber 
had donated sixty acres to Bishop Rappe, 
first Bishop of Cleveland, for the purpose. 
It was not until 1856 that permission was 
granted for the building of the first frame church. Dedicated to Mary, 
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the Mother of Sorrows, it was attended monthly as a mission from 
Maumee. 


Father Bauer Leads the Way 


Pastor of the Maumee parish from 1858 to 1862 was Father Sera- 
phim Bauer, later destined to become pastor of St. Joseph’s parish in 
Fremont. Attending the needs of the Roachton congregation, this young 
priest, ordained in 1858 and only 22, became aware of the growing 
number of Catholics in the village of Perrysburg. He organized the 
scattered flock and, in January, 1861, came the election of these first 
trustees: Henry Dodge, Valentine Fink, 
George Getz, Valentine Schwind and 
Michael Hayes. That year, sixteen bap- 
tismal entries were made in the Maumee 
register from the Perrysburg and Roach- 
ton (also known as Middleton) congrega- 
tions. The trustees that same .year pur- 
chased for two theusand dollars the brick 
church of the Universalists on the west 
side of Elm Street and fitted it out for 
Catholic worship. Bishop Rappe came 
from Cleveland to bless it. Monsignor 
Houck’s “History of the Cleveland Dio- 
cese” records that before the church was 
ready for worship, Father Bauer had of- 
fered Mass in Perrysburg homes. There 
is also the tradition in the Munger family 
that Father Rappe, first pastor of Maumee 
and later Bishop of Cleveland, had offered Mass in their log cabin home 
on Kast Front Street. 


Probably to Father Bauer the parish owes the selection of its holy 
Patroness. Like Saint Rose, his good mother, who passed away when 
he was eleven, was of Spanish descent. 


First Pastor Appointed 
it was not until July, 1863 that Bishop Rappe appointed Perrys- 
burg’s first resident pastor, Father Charles 
Griss, a young man of twenty-three, or- 
dained the previous month. Busy days 
followed for the young pastor, who also 
had charge of Roachton and whose terri- 
tory included Bowling Green. For want of 
pastoral care, many “families had become 
careless in the faith, and some were affili- 
ated with other churches of the neighbor- 
hood. Forty-eight infants were baptized 
in his first full year. The effect was felt 
in Wernee which recorded only fifty-one 
baptisms, as compared with seventy-three 
-the previous year. But scarcely had 
Father Griss been in Perrysburg two 
years when the shortage of priests neces- 
sitated his transfer to Elyria in 1865, and 
for seven months the parish was without 
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a resident pastor. During this interval, the care of the parish was 
divided between the pastor of Maumee, Father Quinn, and the youthful 
pastor of far-off New Bavaria, Father Reinhardt. There was rejoicing 
when Father Griss was reappointed to St. Rose in September, 1865, — 

In that same year, he purchased for six thousand dollars the present 
church property, comprising approximately four acres, and at once be- 
gan the erection of the rectory. He saw to the construction of a frame 
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Standing in the foreground of the above picture are Vitus Haas, Jesepn 
Rossbach, Father Griss, John Amon, unidentified, Tillie Cornelius, unidentified, Ada 
Munger, Rose Feierstein, 
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addition to the church building and, in 1867, opened the first parish 
school, with Ada Munger the teacher. In 1872, he purchased a seven- 
acre tract for the parish cemetery. ; 

Perrysburg in 1875 

The following description taken from “The History of Lucas and 
Wood County,” published in 1875, enables us to visualize Perrysburg, as 
it was in the latter years of Father Griss’ pastorate: 

“Perrysburg contains seven chrurches, a Masonite lodge, one of the most 
flourishing m the cast, Sons of Temperance, and Good Templars lodges, fine 
newspaper, the Perrysburg Journal, a bank, two hotels, about thirty stores, a 
lube and spoke factory, two boar factories, tivo stave and heading factorics, 
one barrel factory, a tannery, grist null, shingle factory, two planing mills, 
two furniture factories, one veneering factory, « cigar factory, an ashery, and 
wagon, carriage and blacksmith shops.”’ 

It will be noted that the industries were almost entirely given to 
wood fabrication. Solid forest, abounding in wild life, including abun- 
dant deer, began just outside the village and extended far southward. 
There were great trees of oak, walnut and hickory. Besides serving the 
village industries, many were cut down, hewn as much as two feet 
square, then hauled or rolled to the dock at the foot of Walnut Street, 
to be loaded onto boats and taken as far as England for ship building. 
Smaller trees were piled high on Elm Street, to delight the voungsters 
of St. Rose school at recess. Formed into rafts, these logs would be 
floated down to Toledo, mostly for dock building there. Also in the near 
neighborhood of St. Rose, was the brick yard, located along the river 
between Maple and Hickory Streets. Bricks for most buildings of the 
area were made here. 


schools, including a parochial school under the control of the Catholes, «a 
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This sketch of the waterfront at the foot of Louisiana Avenue re- 
veals the concentration of business and of industry. The Maumee was 
Perrysburg’s most important highway of commerce at the time. In 
fact, Perrysburg was referred to as “the western terminus of all lake 
boats, plying on the Maumee.” 


Seven 


ainasep jorit att. bongo twat 
neve 8 beesdomg al te 


‘ara ae Sul ‘4th a 
iis agond to “rite oft’ cide ito. anidgiroesh Stith oA? 


es witidayrieT oxiiguaiy of ay) abil 119, Raye mit horlaildig nahecd Sool i 
-adwiotes ‘eait tel lo eisey yatsel onl pi BRN 


Veo ol ja ot gaybel ogc pil oy. ada WONS2 AOS yardage f 
ye 2 val aciwlequigyt Wood Waness Sa jo anor sya SN tee: ‘pndiedriralags 
w zoo A Ve folie ot Coho lag iian, fayglsonuse on anise ian pare 
Woe Vaid whest¥ atyide. visto Gaby trendy aie wear neh. malt COLAO at 

AAT ANS my queen th uh A We WA Sea is wy ‘aa vt ey yy, ‘ean ” yee dart. “3 
“alten vac onnlie nride Ato V5 ny SWaseesyn AVG sa vaersy) ACME “dtvolon) Sows OO a . 

Wiviy tt Wen aes in \ ate yey py! CAI 5.406 eagonton ort Seayreary out 2 

> goatee dowd bey apwierins OWE AAS 


of wsyig vietiine Jeomln syow astrteubat godt ded hater ad fliw $1 ' 
-en artbitoni stl bliw  xaibaveds Jeoto? bifo® sHottaoindet boow > i. 
nipwitivoe ish hehtetxe bus costiv oft obiatuo Sant agesd swooh taah” 

st} otivise sobiesd town bas tial Bw, ino lo aeoaddsorg o1vew otodT ay ay 
toa h "vit 28 se 26 awl ewobd Jury apow ViITRin worilanbai goailiv sae 
deve tis o)) i bia Joa old tn Ho fy 94{3 Oy hatior * TO} halved nar isupe P is 
oniblined git 104 bite buigol aes) an aed) bor etsed aio bebrof sd ot. 

atotegauoy, 91} Sitgitah ot loot? cil me. theid holig etaw doo) align 
6c bhwow ist ac Abie Ose ty hibit: aeoot ty looros S405 1A te a 
‘san atly cri ati riony enilsitud Aosoberot viaers ObsMOP od rvob betsoht | ay 
TOVPT.! ont 66 bes fy en cm tes 7 / Asie at} pRiw 4e08 tee ty heortod giga | ge 
sf? Yo agotibtind teomt tol wl atesouse viodoill Date giqali noowted 9) 
| Sree eam. pio ae aye 


Ay wh vy 
, 


ay 


D, 
Ss 


-9t orice wseaste 5 ib »totoot 647 ts. 
aw Sorat of” Aedeabat to ban bai 
al oath adit ds oot Senaoo to. ‘ow lgich dee 
oAel iis To 2uaiariad eiaseow ths’? aa ot he . 


“gomuslt ¢ 


tyivt a 


= ssanascosaiensem Suen tet xGRRERICE NT ecco PC RC UR RERE OR TOT RNC RESTS TPN ek aL YALE RN Ae A AR A TONLE Dh aS AND ; FTN Aer LI” 
Pre sd Gans riences wl okie abe ak bad dP URe Aiea GT 2 aaa) eS pe 4 fe os PAR aan ONSET RIE VERE Oe a Mage, leona ah 1 ee age ROY ee A eB oa 


But even at this time, the commercial prestige of Perrysburg and 
Maumee was fast fading. Toledo had become habitable, with the drain- 
ing of its swamps; completion of the Wabash and Erie Canal had made 
it the northern terminus of this important waterway; shipbuilding was 
thriving. In a word, Toledo was becoming the business and shipping 
center of the valley. In’ 1877 a speaker at the annual meeting of the 
Maumee Valley Pioneer Historical Association deplored that “in spite of 
the most heroic struggles on the part of the towns at the foot of the 
vapids, they were compelled to surrender their commercial business, 
and transfer their withered laurels to their rival sister, Toledo.” 

Father Griss remained here until 1884, when he was given charge 
of St. Boniface parish, Oak Harbor. Later he was promoted to the 
pastorate in Fostoria, where he died October 13, 1899. In compliance 
with a repeated request, his remains were brought to Perrysburg for 
burial. The polished surface of the stone which marks his grave was 
restored during the centennial vear. 

Of Father Griss, his successor wrote: “He was kind to the erring, 
a father to the sick and needy, strict in-carrying out the rubrics of the 
church, a strenuous supporter of the parochial school. He was an ae- 
complished musician and delighted in devoting his talent to the ehant 
of the church.” Evidence of the emphasis he placed upon sacred music 
was his outlay of two thousand dollars for a church organ, quite a sum 

_for the purpose at that time. He also persuaded Mr. Joseph Rossbach, 
organist at St. Patrick’s in Toledo, to transfer to the position of organ- 
ist and choir director at St. Rose, a responsibility which he was to 
faithfully fulfill for thirty-five years. In addition to the choir, he or- 
ganized a parish band which on very solemn occasions would supplement 
the choir. | 

The transfer of Father Griss to Oak Harbor left St. Rose without 
a resident pastor and again dependent upon the pastor of Maumee. For 
all practical purposes, Maumee was at that time farther removed from 
Perrysburg than it is today. High water and ice plaved havoe with 
wooden bridges. Veterans recall that in 18838 no bridge survived be- 
tween Toledo and Defiance. A petition sent to Bishop Gilmour February 
17, 1884, bearing the signatures of one hundred fifty-seven parishioners, 
“calls the attention of Your Reverence to the great injury and incon- 
venience suffered by us in being deprived of our early Mass on Sundays.” 
It is quite a legal document in form, and one suspects that it was writ- 
ten by Common Pleas Judge Dodge, whose name appears first among 
the signatures. The judge, whom Father Bauer had nominated as one 
of the first trustees of St. Rose, was born in New York of convert 
parents, came to Perrysburg in 1852 and was elected Judge of the Com- 
mon Pleas Court in 1877. He was one of two Perrysburg citizens 
appointed by Congress to serve on the Military Committee for Wood 
County in the Civil War. His sister, Cynthia, became prominent in 
the East as a Sister of Charity. Directly following the Dodge signature 
is that of Timothy Hayes whom the historian Evers calls ‘‘the wizard of 
Fort Meigs, whose word has stayed the vandalism of agriculture and 
the ravages of time, and preserved intact one of the nation’s most 
noted battle fields.” 
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They Appealed to Bishop Gilmour 
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The original copy of this petition, long preserved in the archives of the Cleve- 
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land Diocese, now rests in the historical files of the Diocese of Toledo. 
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They Appealed to Bishop Gilmour (Continued) 
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The foregoing signatures represent the membership of two local congregations; 
St. Rose in Perrysburg, and Mother of Sorrows in Roachton. Here they had a 
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They Appealed to Bishop Gilmour (Continued) 


HE Megha tad MI oscpeA Qopos 


Hho. MK hye, Sr Pe aed 


y A ape J Dcr, AL 4, ees Bie DP TOE AN. a: LS 
7 a TS ee A or ee Hit ger Mo é eh 


Mis Lorry Pik te, o . iy 
ff. 
Ales Churnra bie: ph TO ALCe hogs 
si Means wm we eae Gn 
ok / ler ge py aie 
aM . eae a ‘ STENT L, 
VA js. 2 aes | $09. S C Ait 
Aly. bye Rake the LM ay fl 5.” igaaase 
oN “ty Vile Y? heute sere 


Facne Mlle CP chsaph, Spy: Ara 
. eg Ll “ofr t, Mort 


5 BL Sh hasl 
heweye ee ee Pp Vi Neila is ‘yulees 
tae 7 a ois pepe Ss Wa Merril lonarv bee 
BG POA eee PRELPLPZ . Ugy ‘pg20OF ae 
cars ; Fa tea prs tate bol A oo 
pt ae Oe hrc Tl 7 pee 
ay laes ree Vie plas t. vA ae 
if oe itl ts “he Pie Vinee 
Wi ie We EE Be ON Iu ee Mi nad 
OLS Hh eg T Mn. ede Sea. 
orks. wee Sa cl Cer [he oie Me MOPL/, 
acs fhtsy Bp ee Wage hy. Bicad 
nace Mite it 49, on Oe Abert 


FO Swe fodian Mchil Leh gerd 
ie, ae 
oo ee 


G bbin. 
fev Lay, lady Wiefeu— rp) ; 
SE A LL.2F41LAACZ f es Cuetec 


PY FLEE E Les 


It is interesting to note how many of the signatures appear in German script. 
The pioneers who received their schooling in Germany, had few educational op- 
portunities here. 
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Bishop Sends Father Rieken 


The situation was relieved a vear later when the Bishop sent an- 
other 23-year-old, recently ordained priest, the Reverend Gustave 
Rieken. This energetic young priest immediately engaged the Fran- 
ciscan Sisters of Tiffin to reopen the parish school in September and 
set about building for them a convent at a cost of $1200. Previous to 
the coming of the Sisters, the school was in charge of Joseph Rossbach 
and Mary Boff. Construction of the new St. Joseph’s Church across the 
river in 1888 and 1889 encouraged Father Rieken to replace his own 
small and inadequate house of worship. Mrs. Thomas Haves recalled 
to the writer several years before her death that, as a child, she over- 
heard Father Rieken say to her father, “Maumee built with brick. We 
shall go them one better and build with stone.’ He lost no time in 
pursuing this ambition. Within a vear of his coming, he had organized 
a building committee with these members: Frank Haas, Timothy 
Hayes, Valentine Fink, George Spoerl, Sr., John Alt and Godfred 
Schwind. Plans for the new church were made by John Burkhart of 
Canton, who was then putting the final touches on the new church in 
Maumee. 


Ground was broken for the new church 
in 1889 and parishioners hauled stone 
from the Lime City quarry for the foun- 
dation. Bishop Gilmour came from Cleve- 
land to lay the cornerstone on September 
8 of that year. The document, which still 
reposes in it, recites that it was laid in 
the reign of Pope Leo XIII, with Richard 
Gilmour, Bishop of Cleveland; Benjamin 
Harrison, President of the United States; 
Jats, oraker: Governor, vor Ohio: Dr. 
3ower, Mayor of Perrysburg and Gustave 
Rieken, Pastor. | 


This first stone church of the Maumee 
Valley was enclosed in 1890. The follow- 
ing year saw the completion of the interior 
and the blessing of the three bells, manu- 
factured by the Stuckstede Co. of St. Louis, by Monsignor Botf of Cleve- 
land. The pews of red oak were made by the Auburn Manufacturing 
Company. The stained glass windows, still bearing the names of the 
donors, came from Europe through the Friedrich Co. of Detroit. Frank 
Eckel remembers Father Rieken’s appeal to the children to donate one 
of these windows. He also recalls the youngsters’ disappointment when 
their window was placed in the most remote corner of the choir loft. 


The church, a Gothic structure of Sandusky blue-stone, measuring 
132 feet long and 54 feet wide, with its steeple rising to a height of 170 
feet, first witnessed the offering of Holy Mass on May 29, 1892. Bless- 
ing of the church was delayed by the death of Bishop Gilmour, and it 
was not until May 28, 1893, that Bishop Horstman officiated at the 
solemn ceremony. Announcing the opening of’ the new church for 
worship in its issue of April 23, 1892, The Perrysburg Journal com- 
ments: “This magnificent structure, wherein to teach the word of God 
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and to direct His people in the path that leadeth unto 
peace and life everlasting, erected on the banks of the 
Maumee River, overlooking the old Forts Miami and 
Meigs, which were once the scenes of death and car- 
nage, is a forcible illustration of the advance of ecivil- 
ization and Christianity. The scene which was for- 
merly that of war; where the savage horde murdered 
in cold blood the early settlers; where defenseless 
women and children were sealped and their brains 
beaten out by the cruel tomahawk; is now changed 
and in place thereof this grand and imposing edifice is 
erected to God; and instead of the villager being awak- 
ened by the blood curdling war cry of the savage, the | 
merry ringing of the bell calls the Christian to praise aN 

and prayer.” | \ 

In the same article, the Journal makes mention of memorials within 
the church and their respective donors. The list concludes with the 
paragraph: “A magnificent chandelier, $120, is suspended from the 
main ceiling, and will be donated by the candidate who loses in the ecom- 
ing church bazaar.’ Evidently there were popularity contests as far 
back as 1892. 

In 1894, Father Rieken was transferred temporarily to the pastor- 
ate of St. Paul’s, Norwalk, returning to St. Rose after less than two 
vears and continuing his pastorate until July 7, 1901. Little is re- 
corded of Father John A. Michenfelder, who presided as pastor in the 
brief interim of Father Rieken’s absence, transferring to the parish of 
sellevue. | ; 

Father Rieken was kind, energetic, and zealous, an interesting 
preacher and a practical administrator. He was not only a-builder but 
an organizer as well. The first indication of parish societies appears In 
his report for the year 1896. There was a sodality for young ladies, the 
Altar Society for the women, and the St. Joseph Society for the men. 
St. Rose also had a unit of the national CMBA for men and the LCBA 
for women, both insurance societies. Established in 1897, the LCBA 
remains an active organization. 


Father Kleekamp Appointed . 
When Father Rieken was transferred 
to, hostertia, July (7) 100 rather Js). 
Kleekamp came to sueceed him. Several 
problems faced the new pastor. What was 
to be done about the Roachton congrega- 
tion? The first pastor, Father Griss, had 
divided his services between the Perrys- 
burg congregation and the Roachton 
establishment. The original Mother of 
Sorrows Church was destroyed by fire in 
1868 and a new church, made possible by 
the sale of forty acres of land for $1500, 
was completed three vears: later and cdedi- 
cated by Bishop Gilmour in 1872. Re- 
peatedly, the people appealed to the 
Bishop of Cleveland for a pastor of their 
own. The request was finally granted, 
with the appointment of Father Joseph Sproll, in 1878. His was a real 
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missionary existence. Having no rectory, he lived in with the Dum- 
minger family in what is now the Chiarelli home on Hull-Prairie Road. 
Lonely and discouraged, Father Sproll took sudden leave for a vacation 
in his native Germany in 1881. With his later transfer to Raabs Cor- 
ners, the care of the congregation again devolved upon the Perrysburg 
pastor. . ; 


But the aspirations of the Roachton families did not die. A prom- 
ising village had sprung up at the junction of the railroad and Roachton 
Road. Two trains on the CH&D (now the B&O) picked up passengers 
daily. Roachton had its own post office, a grain elevator, saw mill, gen- 
eral store and a trunk factory. However, with improved roads, it 
appears that by the year 1890, many of the families were attending St. 
Rose. Father Rieken had continued the practice of offering one week 
day Mass but.this could hardly be continued because the church sorely 
needed repair. Father Kleekamp had to deal with a congregation 
divided on the question of remodeling or abandoning its frame church. 
Joseph Fackelman, whose step-father, John Dumminger, did carpenter 
work on the restored church, wrote regretfully in 1898 that, had the 
Roachton people spent seven or eight hundred dollars for a priest house, 


they might have saved themselves their share of the costly church in 
Perrysburg. 


A letter addressed to the Bishop of Cleveland in 1902, and signed 
by J. Heilman, Matthias Ronau, Frederick Farley, George Simon, Bern- 
ard Farley, Andrew Farley and John Hoffman, reads: “We, the under- 
signed people of Roachton, ask that the church be abandoned; it would 
be useless to repair it.’”’ A counter petition reads: “We desire the repair 
of the old church and subscribe the amount opposite our name to the 
purpose.” Apparently no subscriptions were collected. 


Another distasteful problem confronting Father Kleekamp was 
occasioned by the steadily decreasing enrollment in the parish school, 
now reduced to thirty-five pupils. Industries had so declined in Perrys- 
burg, that in releasing the Franciscan Sisters in 1899, Father Rieken 
could write that between 1886 and 1899, not a dozen families having 
children of school age, had affiliated with the parish. St. Rose was 
distinctly a rural parish, with no means of transporting its children to 
and from remote homes. Despite his marked interest in children Father 
Kleekamp found it necessary in 1908 to completely close the school, 
then taught by Mary McGuire. 


Father Kleekamp continued the interior equipment of the church 
and saw to the installation of the first electrical wiring in the chureh 
and rectory. 


Veteran parishioners remember Father Kleekamp as a German 
nobleman type of priest, conspicuous by his high silk hat, dignified and 
gracious. He was a scholar, well versed in languages as well as in the 
ecclesiastical sciences. 
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Father Peter Schoendorff 


Father Kleekamp was transferred to St. 
Peter’s Parish, Canton, in 1908 and Father 
Peter Schoendorff came in December as his 
successor, He first made the church basement 
usable as a hall by providing drainage to the 
river. In it he fitted out a chapel for weekday 
use during the winter months of the vear. In 
1909, he saw to the installation of the first 
steam heating system. The next vear, he 
blessed the title statue of St. Rose placed on 
the facade of the church as a gift of the 
Catholic Men’s Benevolent Association. » In 
1914, he imported from Europe the oil paint- 
ings which serve today as Stations of the 
Cross. 


Father Schoendorff presided over the last 
religious functions to be held in the Roachton 
church. It was a mission for non-eatholics of the area, conducted by 
Father Charles Martin, author of “The Catholic Religion” which was to 
be widely distributed by the famous convert street preacher, David 
Goldstein. The church which was dismantled shortly after, provided 
building material for the present Herroon home at 315 Elm Street. 
almost within shadow of the present parish church. 


St. Charles Church in Luckey 


While Roachton was fading as a distinct congregation, another 
group of Catholics, living five miles farther south, were striving for 
status in the village of Luckey. A young priest, Father William Kress, 
who was destined to spend his last priestly years as a Maryknoll mis- 
sionary, offered Mass in a Luckey home about 1890, while attending the 
missions in the Genoa neighborhood. Later, Father McGuire, chaplain 
of St. Vincent’s Hospital, Toledo, organized the few families and took 
advantage of the opportunity to purchase a rural Protestant church 
when it was offered at auction for one hundred dollars. Moved into the 
village, it was dedicated to St. Charles in July, 1893 and the street on 
which it stood was named St. Charles Street. Later it was attended as 
a mission by the Jesuits from St. Marvy’s, Toledo, and more recently as 
a mission of Gibsonburg. The Catholic community, numbering only 
forty-five persons at the start, dwindled with the passing of the saw 
mills and lime kilns. The church became a family residence and St. 
Charles Street, on which it still stands, has become simply Charles 
Street. Today, six Catholic families residing in the Luckey area are 
St. Rose parishioners. Other families are listed as parishioners at 
Genoa, Gibsonburg and Walbridge. 


Bishop Sehrembs transferred Father Schoendorff to St. Joseph's 
Parish in Toledo in April, 1915. He had-not been too well received here. 
People took him too literally; his subtle humor was not understood. His 
heart was filled with sorrow when he departed for his new field of labor. 
His last will and testament revealed his attachment to St. Rose. It pro- 
vided for the large granite cross which now graces the center circle in 
St. Rose Cemetery and asked that his remains be taken to Perrysburg. 
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Father Kiebel Becomes Pastor 


Father John Kiebel, who succeeded Father Schoendortl, presided 
over the destinies of St. Rose from 1915 to 1946, longer than any other 
of its pastors. His coming marked the end 
of the horse and buggy days in the care of 
the far flung parish. In 1904, as pastor of 
St. Mary’s, Edgerton, he had been the first 
priest in the Diocese of Cleveland, which 
then included the present Toledo Diocese, to 
own and drive a “horseless carriage,” a one- 
lunger Oldsmobile. In his first year, he saw 
to the complete redecoration of the ehureh 
interior, at the same time enlarging the altar 
and lowering the Communion rail. The old church was remodeled into 
a movie theatre for the entertainment of parishioners. The following 
year, he undertook the remodeling and reopening of the parish school, 
with the Ursuline Sisters in charge. The first faculty for the six 
erades consisted of one Ursuline, Sister Mary Borgia, and a lay teacher, 
Miss Irene Hubbert. A third room was added in 1918 and a fourth in 
1919. To provide adequate housing for the sisters, the present convent 
building was erected in 1918 at a cost of $6,000. The smaller convent. 
building across Elm Street which had been occupied by the Franciscan 
Sisters was sold. 


In 1920, a campaign was conducted for the financing of a permanent 
school building. Work on the school, located directly north of the 
chureh str ucture, was begun in the spring of 1923 and completed that 
same year by the contractor, C. A. Degner, at a cost of $58,760. The 
new school opened in September with an enrollment of one hundred 
forty children. . 
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Two World Wars 
It was in Father Kiebel’s pastorate that our country engaged in 
two world wars. World War | saw these twenty-seven young men of 
the parish in service: 
Eugene Amon, Paul Amon, Raymond Bayer, lr. M. H. Bower, Fred Cor- 
nelius, Frank Haas, John V. Haas, Edgar Hoffman, John F. Hoffman, 
Leonidas Hoffman, Frank Inman, Albert kiefer, Frank Munger, Harold 
H. Munger, Fred Sattler, James Sattler, Cyril Sehwind, George Schwind 
Sr., Edmund Schuster, Omer Schuster, Ross Schuster, Charles G. Shiple, 
Ii. Gus Schlecht, Joseph Stewart, Lawrence Stewart, Harry A. Wilson, 
Joseph Zieman. 
For World War II, the honor roll registers these names: 
Norman <Alee, Edward Apel, Robert IE. Armbruster, Jean Berniot, Robert 
Bowers, Norman Brahier, Glenn Briggs, Gale Buerk, Frank Cornelius, 
' Raymond Cornelius, James Cousino, James Cryan, George Devens, Gerald 
Dibling, James Dibling, Robert Dibling, Matthew Dowling, P. F. Dowling, 
Jr., Maurice Doyle, Carl Eckel, Eugene Eckel, Lionel Eckel, Robert Eekel, 
Erven Failor, Charles Farley, John KE. Farley, John Gerlach, Joseph 
Gerlach, Robert Gerlach, Melvin L. Getz, Louis Gilles, Leo Gillis, Edward 
Grabenstetter, Robert F. Grabenstetter, Paul R. Grove, Vincent Grove, 
Adelene Haas, R.N., Alexander Haas, Ambrose Haas, Barney J. Haas, 
Bernard P. Haas, Edgar Haas, Ernest A. Haas, Howard Haas, Robert G. 

{ Haas, Vincent A. Haas, William Haas, Paul Harbauer, Stephen Harvenac, 

Lawrence Hastings, Father John Haves, Chaplain, Norman FE. Heilman, 

John P. Henahan, Charles Hess, Icdward Hess, Robert Hillabrand, Aloysius 

Hoffman, Lawrence G. Hoffman, Robert Hoffman, Stanley Hoffman, Wil- 

liam Honner, Jr., Melvin G. Hopkins, Lloyd Hutchinson, Elizabeth Jen- 

sen, R.N., Lawrence Jensen, James Kaltenmark, George Kellermeier, Paul 

Kellermeier, William Kemper, Paul Kolvey, Ray Kraback, Edward T. 

Lahey, Kenneth Lahey, Paul Landrum, Edward LaSalles,.Lambert Lauben- 

thal, Paul. Laubenthal, Joseph Lecklider, John Lindsay, Richard Lindsay, 

tobert Lindsay, Basil Litten, Robert Litten, James McAuley, M.1)., Father 

John Malone, Chaplain, William Metcalf, James EF. Miller, Robert Muller, 

Robert Mills, Aloysius Moreo, Donald Moreo, Richard Moreo, Robert Moreo, 

Frederick Morlock, Lawrence Morlock, James Moylan, George C. Munger, 

Paul Munger, Elizabeth Mutchler, Frank Mutchler (killed in action), John 

Pustay, Robert Rayman, Thomas A. Rayman, Edgar Rectenwald, Raymond 

teis, Richard Reis, Robert Reis, Charles Restle, Paul Restle, S. Anthony 

tichard, Franklin Richards, Julian Richards, Samuel I). Richards, Marvin 
torick, Robert Rorick, Gerald J. Sass, Albert Sattler, Allen Sattler, Edgar 

Sattler, John Sattler, Raymond Sattler, Vincent Sattler, William T. 

Sattler, Robert Schoenberger, Bernard Schwind, Doris Sehwind, Fred J. 

Schwind, M.D., Joseph Schwind, Lawrence J. Schwind, Norman Sechwind, 

Paul Schwind, Robert Schwind, Robert Seiling, Joseph Shiple, Lawrence 

C. Shiple, Paul: Shiple, Cyril Simon, George W. Simon, James Snyder, 

Richard Spoerl, Frederick Stickles, Matthew Sutter, Arthur Thornton 

(killed in action), John Thornton, William T°. Thornton, Margaret Tobey, 

R.N., Louis Visley, George Whitwham, Peter Yunker. 

Priests and people participated generally in the bond drives and in 
the other auxiliary projects conducted in the community for the fur- 
therance of the national cause. Sunday after Sunday, Father Kiebel 
pleaded that pravers and sacrifices be multiplied for the triumph of 
international justice. 

An era of unprecedented prosperity followed in the wake of World 

War I, facilitating the financing of the new school project. But in 1928, 

| our national economy sagged and shortly the depression was upon us. 

¢ In 1931, the sum of all parish collections for the year was less than 
$6,000, two-thirds of the 1962 Christmas collection. 
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Like all pastors of his generation, Father Kiebel could not rest in 
debt. In 1923, the sale of the original church and school property had 
brought $9,500 to the parish treasury. When, in 1936, the last notes 
were redeemed through the $15,000 sale of the present Rorick prop- 
erty, Father Kiebel penned these lines: “Thank God, we are free of 
debt. So shall it remain.” 


Failing health occasioned Father 
Kiebel’s temporary absence from the par- 
ish, trom (October, 1926 to May, 1927: 
During the six months of his absence, the 
parish was attended from the Chancery 
Office by the present pastor, who was 
then secretary to Bishop Stritch. When 
Father Kiebel returned, the first full-time 
parish assistant came in the person of 
Father Raymond Gorman. He remained 
until 1931, when he was succeeded by 
Father John Meehan, who remained five 
vears. Father George Schmitt served as 
assistant: from 1936 to 1943 and his suc- 
cessor, Father John Malone, remained 
little more than a year before enlisting as 
a military chaplain. Father William Pfei-. 
fer succeeded him in 1944. 

Never enjoying good health since 1926, Father Kiebel retired in 
1946, taking up his residence at 417 East Front Street. All honors due 
a Pastor Emeritus were accorded him on May 24, 1952 when, with the 
Most Reverend Bishop pontificating, Father Kiebel observed the Golden 
Jubilee of his priesthood. He had become the senior of all priests in 
the Diocese of Toledo when God called him to his reward on February 
13, 1960. After solemn pontifical rites, attended by many priests and 
parishioners, he was laid to rest in the priests’ circle of St. Rose 
Cemetery. } 


Father Kiebel was a kindly, straightforward man of strong priestly 
character, respected not only in his parish but also in the entire Perrys- 
burg community. Not given to extravagances, he would often express 
himself in the company of priests, “My favorite devotion is devotion to 
the fifty-two Sundays.” 

Father Comte Succeeds 

To succeed Father Kiebel, Bishop Alter appointed Reverend Charles 
Comte, who had been pastor of St. Catherine’s, Toledo, since its estab- 
lishment in 1930. His administration was marked by the extensive 
renovation of the parish church. Father William Pfeifer remained as 
his assistant until 1946, when Father Howard Schmiesing began his 
seven vear service in St. Rose. Father Steven Horvat became tempo- 
rary assistant. in January, 1953, with Father James Steinle succeeding 
him in June of that same year. In 1949, the present vestibules were 
constructed to greatly enhance the church entrance and to provide for 
an artistic baptistry. At the same time, rest rooms were provided 
downstairs. In addition to a new slate roof, the entire church steeple 
was resurfaced with copper shingles, while the cross, with other trim- 
mings, was leafed in gold. The pews were remodeled and rearranged 
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over a new floor covering. Then came 
the decoration of the church interior and 
the installation of modern light fixtures. 
Altogether, these repairs and improve- 
ments entailed an outlay approximating 
the original cost of the church. 


Five acres of land on Avenue Road, 
contiguous to the present parish cemetery, 
were purchased to serve future needs. 
Father Comte had plans drawn for the 
construction of a new rectory to replace 
the structure erected by Father Griss in 
1865. 

In failing health for some time, Father 
Comte was stricken after offering Holv 
Mass on April 10, 1954. After receiving 
the last rites, he gave up his soul to God. 
He was laid to rest with his parents in Calvary Cemetery. 

What Father Comte accomplished for St. Rose, whether in the 
realm of the spiritual or in the realm of parish administration, was 
thoroughly done. He devoted himself diligently to the reactivation of 
the Altar and Rosary Society and the establishment of the Holy Name 
Society. Zealous and just, he was most solicitous for the religious in- 
struction of the children committed to his care. Not the least of his 
contributions was the promotion of the frequent reception of the Sacra- 
ments and of lay participation in the Mass through use of the Missal. 


Present Pastor Appointed 


To succeed Father Comte, Bishop 
tehring transferred Monsignor Max Walz 
from the pastorate of Little Flower in 
Toledo. At the time of his coming, the 
baby boom which followed World War II 
was upping first grade _ registrations 
everywhere. Young people, building, and 
establishing themselves in suburban areas, 
were adding to Perrysbure’s growing 
population. 

To house the mounting school enroll- 
ment, it was necessary first to convert the 
auditorium into two classrooms and, in 
1957, to begin construction of a second 
elght-room school on Linden Lane at a 
cost of $155,000. Bishop Rehring blessed 
| the new structure, designed by Munger, 
Munger and Associates, in September, 1958. To finance the under- 
taking, a subscription campaign launched in April, 1957 realized 
$104,000 out of the $107,000 which was pledged. 

The school register of two hundred thirty-two children, given in 
Father Comte’s last report, has now mounted to five hundred fifty. In- 
stead of six classrooms, fourteen are now in operation. The faculty 
has grown from six sisters and one lay teacher to a faculty of seven 
sisters and seven lay teachers. In addition to the children registered in 
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the parish school, one hundred fifty-five public school children are en- 
rolled in the Sunday school classes. Sinee most of these children reside 
in rural areas outside the Perrysburg school district, they lack trans- 
portation facilities to the parish school. 

Relations between the parish school and the publie school svstem 
in Perrysburg have been most friendly. When the little red country 
schools gave way to the centralized public school, our children in out- 
lying areas were first transported for a nominal fee, by George Moser, 
garage operator, who was under contract with the Perrysburg Sehool 
Board. About 1917, Frank Eckel, Frank Farley and Oscar Eckel at- 
tended a meeting of the Board, requesting that rural children attending 
the recently reopened parish school be accommodated on the bus. The 
Board, presided over by Frank Sprague, voted to refer the matter to 
Columbus. When the Attorney General replied that the decision in a 
matter of this kind rested with the local Board, permission was granted 
for the transportation of all rural children, a practice which has con- 
tinued through the years. 

In 1955, the School Board extended the transportation facilities en- 
joyved by rural children to all children residing in the more remote sec- 
tions of the village. More recently, public and private school children 
share equally in the school bus program. 


A school lunch program had been launched in September, 1955, 
following the renovation of the church basement, which included con- 
struction and equipment of a modern kitchen. Taking full advantage of 
the Federal food subsidies, the program, under the management of Mrs. 
Mary Armbruster, assisted daily by nine volunteer workers, has man- 
aged to give the children a balanced noonday lunch daily at a very 
nominal charge. An average of three hundred twenty-three children 
took advantage of this lunch program in the 1962-63 school vear. 


At the Most Reverend Bishop’s direction, the plans for a new rec 

tory initiated by Father Comte were abandoned, giving way in 1957 to 

a remodeling and enlarging of the original rectory built by Father Griss 
in 1865. Though providing for the needs of the parish for many years 
to come, the project proved more costly and less practical than was 
anticipated. 

With the growth of the parish to a congregation approaching eight 
hundred house holds, average Sunday Mass attendance rose from eleven 
hundred forty in 1952 to nineteen hundred eighty in 1962. A fifth 
Mass was added to the Sunday schedule in 1960. This arrangement was 
made possible by the kindness of the Fathers of the Divine Word who, 
in 1955, at the invitation of Bishop Rehring, had established a minor 
seminary for missionary aspirants on West River Road, about three 
miles from St. Rose. In addition to supplying a Sunday Mass, the 
Divine Word Fathers assist in the instruction of the one hundred fifty 
high school pupils for whom religion classes are held each Thursday 
evening. Numberless tangent benefits have already been experienced 
in the parish through the presence of these zealous priests, members of 
the largest missionary society in the world. 


Father James Steinle remained as assistant pastor of St. Rose until 
March, 1955, when he was replaced by Father James Scott, who served 
until September, 1957. He was followed by Father Leo Wirries, who 
remained until September, 1958, when Father Sylvan Obergefell, the 
present genial and zealous assistant pastor, was appointed. 
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Assistant Pastors 


In a sketch of this limited length, pastors appear as the principal 
actors, with assistant pastors receiving only passing mention. While 
the pastor has the leading role in the administration of a parish: and 
must shoulder greater responsibilities, the real progress of a parish, 
which is spiritual and cannot be measured, may be due as much or more 
to the zealous labors of the assistant as to the efforts of the pastor. 
St. Rose has been especially blessed in the assistant pastors assigned 
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Father Scott Father Wirries Father Obergefell 


to it. With the exception of Father James Scott whom the Lord called 
on August 27th, 1959, all remain in active service in the Diocese of 
Toledo. It is worthy of note that Father Raymond Gorman, first priest 
to be appointed assistant in the parish, is now in Lima, pastor of the 
only other parish in this area, dedicated to Saint Rose. 
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Our Teaching Sisters 


Even less conspicuous in these pages are the 
individual Sisters who lose themselves for Christ, 
communicating His word and His example to the 
little ones of the flock. At the invitation of Father 
Rieken, Franciscan Sisters came from Tiffin in 1885 
to conduct the struggling parish school until 1899. 
sister Mary Borgia came. in 1917, the first of the 
many Ursuline Sisters who have presided over our 
school through the past forty-six years. In first 
rank among the benefactors of the parish, are these 
noble, consecrated women. Anyone who doubts the 
steady contribution of the Sisters to the life of a 
parish might do well to listen in on the inquiries which repeatedly come 
over the rectory phone: “We are thinking of moving to Perrysburg. Do 


you have a parish school? Can you accept our children? Will they 
have Sisters as teachers?” 


Because Sisters are not sufficient in number to meet the need, 
pastors must call upon the generosity of qualified lay women to complete 
their school faculties. St. Rose Parish is deeply indebted to the sacri- 
ficing women who are willing to serve the cause of. Christian education 
at salaries considerably lower than they could command in the public 
school system. At this writing the school faculty consists of seven 
Sisters and seven lay teachers. It will be recalled that when Father 


Griss established the school in 1867, the faculty consisted of one lay 
teacher. 


The Laity 


This review makes personal mention of only a few of the lay men 
and women who have made up the parish family in four generations. 
Mention should be made of the pioneers who preserved the faith, though 
deprived of priestly ministrations; of those most valuable parishioners 
who come for daily Mass and Communion; of the fathers and mothers 
who undertook the rearing of large families, though certain only of 
God’s providence for tomorrow’s supply of bread; of the parents who 
would daily drive miles to bring their children to a religious school; who 
would deprive themselves of comfor ts, that their boy or girl might have 
the advantages of a Christian high school or college education; who 
have cheerfully encouraged into the service of God boys and girls who 
might have supported them in their fading years; who have contributed 
more than their proportionate share to the financial support of the 
parish chureh and school and to the larger charities of the Church. 
These charities include the building and equipment of Catholic high 
schools in the Toledo area, toward which St. Rose will soon have con- 
tributed one hundred thousand.dollars. And mention has been made of 
only a few of the men and women who have accepted leadership and 
responsibility in various activities of the parish; who have witl 
represented the Catholic body in the cultural, social, 
mercial life of the community. 


1 honor 
civic and com- 


Among the benefactors of St. Rose are the faithful sextons, upon 
whose constant industry and devotion the efficient operation of church, 
school and cemetery has so much depended through the vears; and the 
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housekeepers who, besides attending to the domestic needs of the 
priests, have day and night served parishioners, responding to their 
‘alls over phone and at the rectory door. 


Only casual mention has been made of the various organizations 
which operate within the parish and which are so essential to its full 
mission. Who can recount the endless contributions made by the women 
of St. Rose, banded together in the Altar and Rosary Society? Or the 
benefits which have come through the men’s organizations, the estab- 
lished Holy Name Society, the several area Councils of the Knights of 
Columbus, and the St. Vincent de Paul Society, organized in 1955? Men- 
tion should also be made of the St. Rose Credit Union, established in 
1958; of the local unit of Ladies Catholic Benefit Society; of the Purga- 
torial Societv; and of the Catholic Youth Organization, which is grow- 
ing in influence and achievement. Nor should we overlook the organiza- 
tion of Scout troops for both boys and girls in the } avish, Though scout 
units have functioned in the parish for twenty years, the past three 
vears have seen the most extensive organization yy, activity. 


In any parish, Councilmen play an important role. They are con- 
sulted by the pastor in any important matter of administration. They 
bring to the attention of the pastor matters which concern the welfare 
of the parish or of groups within it. At St. Rose, the councilmen also 
serve as head ushers at divine service. Constituting the present Parish 
Council are: Louis Baldoni, M.D., Leo Christie, Matthew Dowling, 
George Garn, Louis Haas, Robert Sattler and Clarence Spoerl. The 

Sabri who assist them, the men who constitute the parish choir, the 
rrade and the high school boys who serve at the altar, all deserve more 
we this brief mention in the parish history. 


Recent First Communion Classes average one hundred children. 
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The Melting Pot 


Though many nationalities are represented on the roster of parish 
membership, St. Rose has been spared the racial difficulties which, at 
one time or another, have disturbed the peace of other Catholic com- 
munities. In the 1880’s, rivalry between Irish and German segments 
plagued many parishes. These elements mingled together quite peace- 
fully in the Perrysburg community. The Roachton congregation, con- 
sisting almost exclusively of German immigrants, used the German 
language at home and, until the world wars, it was also the language of 
the pulpit in both Catholic and Lutheran churches of Perrysburg. 


Mingled with the Germans, even at Roachton, were a few French 
and a few English families, come from the east, and even more Irish 
families attracted here by the construction of railroads and eanal. 
Though the earliest records of St. Rose abound in German names, the 
Trish carried. the day in Father Griss’ marriage register for the first: 
year. Entries include Timothy Connors and Helen Dalin; Francis Rothy 
and Margaret Nellis; Michael Walsh and Anna McCabe. 


With the development of the glass industries in Rossford and the 
improved facilities for transportation, many families of Slovak and 
Hungarian extraction began taking up residence in the Perrysburg 
Bae in the ’20s. Polish and Italian names also multiplied on the par- 
ish list. : | 


Karly in the 1950s, a settlement of Spanish-speaking Catholics 
began forming in the Dixie Highway-Roachton Road area. Natives of 
Mexico or Texas, they had been attracted here as migrant farm workers 
and saw fit to remain. In his census of 1954, Monsignor Walz listed 
thirty such families, mostly Catholics, though some had defected to 
other churches or to the “Witness” group. Since 1955, a Spanish- 
speaking priest has annually visited these families during the summer 
months. A three-day mission, conducted by -Father John Kostik, 
C.P.P.S., in the D-G Ranch hall in November, 1962, was attended by 
twenty-six families. Twenty-tive of their children are enrolled in St. 
tose School. The Guadalupe Confraternity, established for. the women 
in 1961, has proven very beneficial for Spanish-speaking parishioners 
and to the parish generally. Though the most recent arrivals in the St. 
Rose community, this group has the most intimate claim upon our 
Patroness, who lived and prayed her way into sainthood in the language 
they speak. 


St. Rose, comprising many nationalities, has also been a far-flung 
parish, including within its territory, at least in part, the villages of 
Dowling, Dunbridge, Moline, Walbridge, Lime City, Stony Ridge, Le- 
moyne, Luckey, Pemberville, Haskins and Waterville. Walbridge and 
Moline left the St. Rose family in 1962, with the establishment of St. 
Jerome’s Parish in Walbridge. About fifteen families transferred to 
this new parish. Families residing in the western extremity look for- 
ward to having a nearer church in Waterville soon. 


In His Select Service 
St. Rose Parish has given three sons to the sanctuary of the Lord. 
Father George Shiple, S.J., born June 10, 1891, of pioneer parents in 
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Roachton, entered St. John’s College, To- 
ledo, after graduating from Perrysburg 
High School. During his high school and 
college years, he served at the altar and 
also sang in the parish choir. Entering 
the Jesuit Order in 1912, he continued 
studies here and abroad and was ordained 
priest in Woodstock, Maryland in 1926. A 
Doctor of Science in Biochemistry, Father 
Shiple was appointed to the faculty of the 
University of Detroit in 1929. He served 
that institution uninterruptedly in many 
‘apacities for nearly thirty years, earning 
throughout Detroit the unique and affec- 
tionate title “Father U of D.’ God called 
him on May 18, 1958. 

Father John J. Kehoe was born in Chi- 
eago in 1895. As traveling agent of the Milwaukee Railroad, he came to 
Perrysburg in 1930, remaining active in the parish until 1936, when he 
entered studies for the priesthood in St. Mary’s Kentucky. Thence he 


peeseO 


-eontinued preparation in St. John’s Seminary, San Antonio, Texas, con- 


cluding his theological course in the Catholic University, Washington. 
After ordination to the Priesthood in 1941, he labored in the Diocese of 
El Paso until his death, November 9, 1961. 


Father John T. Hayes, born in Perrys- 
bure April) 19, 1917, sraduated from: the 
parish school in 1929 and from Perrys- 
burg High in 1933. His college and sem- 
inary course was pursued in St. John’s 
College, Toledo, and in St. Gregory and 
st. Mary seminaries In Cincinnati. Fol- 
lowing ordination in Rosary Cathedral, 
May 30, 1942, Father Hayes was assistant 
pastor in St. Michael’s and St. Catherine’s 
parishes, [oledo. Enhstthe as ai7-U.S. 
Army chaplain, he served here and abroad 
for sixteen years, retiring as a Major in 
1961. Recuperating in health, Father 
Hayes now serves as Chaplain in St. 
: . ? Francis Home, Tiffin. 

aie With three voung men in preparatory 
seminary and one major seminarian, already in Minor Orders, St. Rose 
prayerfully aspires to the privilege of providing additional laborers for 
the Lord’s vineyard. 


In Religious Life 

St. Rose is privileged to list sixteen girls of the parish who have 
generously given their all to the service of the Lord. 

Sister M. Hilaria Ronau who, in 1888, was professed as a Franciscan 
Sister. in Tiffin, is the first known religious vocation from the parish. 
Following in her steps was Sister M. Benedicta Deimling, also of the 
Franciscan Order, who was professed in 1893 and lived beyond her 
Golden Jubilee vear. 

Sister M. Justina (Elizabeth Schwind) entered the Dominican Order 
in Grand Rapids in the year 1908. 
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Living the vows of Ursuline Sisters and active in the teaching pro- 
fession are: Sister Mary Paul (Genevieve Shiple), Sister Mary Barbara 
(Marie Frances Ketzer), Sister Mary Emily (Margaret Baver), Sister 
Agnes Terese (Elizabeth Thornton), Sister St. Mark (Margaret Thorn- 
ton), Sister Mary Denise (Kathleen Hoffman), Sister Mary Leona 
(IKdhizabeth Kreutz). 

Serving the Lord as Sisters of Mercy are: Sister Mary Reparata 
(Rita Shiple), Sister Mary Angelita (Suzanne Haas), Sister Mary 
Merici (Angela Haas), Sister Mary Deborah (Carol Haas). 

In the Notre Dame community, the parish has one representative, 
Sister Mary Thaddeus (Marcia Ann Destatte). 

Sister Mary Valencia (Louise Schwind) is a Dominican Sister, who 
observed the Golden Jubilee of her religious profession this vear. 

Sister Mary Ruth (Ethel Wilson) of the Franciscan Order observed 
her Golden Jubilee of religious profession in 1962. 

Sister Mary Albert (Catherine Brown) was received into the Tiffin 
Franciscan Community on August 12 of our Centenary year. 


St. Rose Cemetery 


The first Catholic cemetery in what is now St. Rose Parish lay 
within the shadows of Mother of Sorrows Church in Roachton. Here 
our pioneer settlers were laid to rest. Many had succumbed to the 
cholera scourge which reached its climax in 1854, threatening to destroy 
the little community. In 1872, Father Griss purchased seven acres east 
of Boundary Street and extending from Avenue Road to the railroad for 
the parish cemetery. At the suggestion of the trustees in 1951, Father 
Comte purchased an additional five acres directly to the east of this 
property to surely provide for future needs through many generations.. 

The south half of the original tract served as a 
parish cemetery until 1955, when the northern half 
was platted and landscaped. A receiving mausoleum 
which had stood in this section since 1889, and which 
had been partially dismantled in 1923 to provide stone 
for an entrance to the church basement, was com- 
pletely removed. Climaxing the landscaping of the 
new section, a bronze statue of the Sacred Heart upon 
a stone setting was erected by Charles Rossbach as a 
family memorial. Mr. Rossbach, whose father, Joseph 
Lossbach, has been mentioned as the first organist at 
St. Rose, and whose sister, [EXmily, succeeded him, 
later .provided bronze angel figures at the entrance of 
the cemetery and, at this writing, is seeing to the 
continuation of the iron fence with stone abutments 
along the new frontage on Avenue Road. ( 

In days which preceded surfaced roads, adequate 
drainage and mechanized equipment, proper care of 
rural. cemeteries was most difficult. At Roachton, = ae | 


funds were not available for maintenance. Many of the 
giraves, hurriedly prepared in the cholera epidemic of 
1854, could not be identified. As a result, with the 
passing of years and the gradual abandonment of the '——S sted 

church, the cemetery became more unkempt. Access to it was difficult. 
Families were now burying their departed in the more accessible ceme- 
tery in Perrysburg. With the Most Reverend Bishop’s approval, the 
Roachton cemetery was abandoned and its soil turned, after quite a 
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number of bodies had been removed to Perrysburg. Naturally, many 
heartaches were occasioned by this sad but necessary action. 

St. Rose Cemetery is managed by a Board of Trustees, with the 
pastor serving as Chairman. Present trustees are: William Ault, Frank 
Haas, Louis Haas, Frank Reis and Otto. Schwind. 


The Solemn Centenary Mass 
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In observance of the Centenary of St. Rose establishment, a solemn 
Mass of Thanksgiving was offered on Sunday, May 26. Presiding at the 
throne was the Most Reverend Bishop, George J. Rehring. Assisting the 
Bishop were Monsignor Arthur Sawkins, Dean of the district, Monsignor 
Anthony Gallagher, Pastor of St. Joseph’s, Maumee, and Monsignor 
Norbert Shumaker, Diocesan Superintendent of Schools. Celebrant of 
the Mass was Father Michael Walz, brother of the pastor. -Father Ray- 
mond Gorman and Father James Steinle, former assistant pastors of 
St. Rose, served as Deacon and Subdeacon. Masters of ceremonies were 
Father James Risacher, Bishop’s Secretary, and Father Sylvan Oberge- 
felivenssistany Pastor, of. St: .Rose, . Thurifer was 
Thomas Leyland, a parishioner now in St. Mary’s 
Seminary. Assisting in the sanctuary were Father 
John Hayes, a son of the parish, and Father Ray- 
mond Weisenberger, $.V.D., Rector of Divine Word 
Seminary, who directed a vested choir of his sem- 
inarlans in chanting the Proper of the Mass. Di- 
recting the Men’s Choir in the rendition of the 
Ordinary of the Mass was Mr. Frank Menichetti, 
while Mrs. Lela Munger presided as organist, a 
position she has most faithfully held for almost 
forty years. 

It is significant that the organ used in the Mass which commemo- ° 
rated the coming of Father Griss as first resident pastor was procured 
by Father Griss in 1874 and was transferred to the new church in 1892. 
A letter which came to the pastor in 1962 from the Organ Historical 
Society inquired as to whether or not the organ, built by the Garret 
House, Buffalo, in 1873, continued in active service. The writer, who 
received an affirmative reply, commented that if so, we have ‘one of 
the few remaining examples of better 19th Century pipe organ building.” 
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The chalice chosen: for the Cente- 
nary Mass was first used by Father 
Kiebel in his first Holy Mass, offered in 
1902, while the altar linens were made 
for the occasion by Franciscan Sister 
Alexis, now in her 95th year, who 
taught in St. Rose School in the 1890s. 
Among the lay guests invited for the 
solemn occasion were Joseph Pauken, 
one of the two workmen who placed the 
heroic cross on the steeple of the church 
when it was completed in 1891, and 
Tom Hayes, who was baptized and pre- 
pared for First Holy Communion by the 
first pastor of St. Rose. Both men are 
now in their 95th year. 


In his pulpit remarks on the solemn occasion, the pastor explained 
that though priests had previously ministered in Perrysburg, it was not 
until 1863, with the appointment of Father Griss as first resident pastor, 
that the Lord first took up His eucharistic residence with us. This, he 
said, is the central event commemorated by the Centenary observance. 


When we were attended from Maumee, the pastor continued, Saint 
Joseph was our patron. When Roachton was the only church of the 
area, we were dedicated to Our Lady of Sorrows. Since our parish estab- 
lishment, we have St. Rose as our special Patroness. He begged the 
continued patronage of these great saints, asking them to present to 
the Lord our great gratitude for the blessings of the hundred years. 


Cw Re he ot 


Pe ¢ 


ERS MEINE SHELLS SS 2S, STS ELE, RONPROMY SET STE EE 


~ 


ond 


{ 
i 
bs 


Ty sb “Habeas 


‘eh pi el ait rt Wit ea 
{ ty 


hited. ileal uae io cl aadls, Cac etl L aR “al ba Tae Yon le el 


4 
, 
- 


ee 


ee 


sa = wr coed ‘goilnds Ait es 
roildp" % BR eee 
ii hewelfo aeald.s foi dn aid at, in eat 
sbnet osew antoril tle ott olitiw SOOT - 
saiaia asain l vd golRs90e. pire 410}, 
ore pipe MGR sor: me. WOM 2 
200RT al} ai loodee s20St 22 ot ‘ti'gusd 
ait wt chelivar eteoug wal geld gros A 
 @ooky ah fqgozol SOW MGLaBOd MMi 
» odd bedualy oriw mectuhow owl add Toe — 
) +4 wrMS oft} To olcgoese odd mo 220/19 siotod 
hon LOL. ai betelqmtoo eaw ot neat 
~Y'ict hin hositusd bana odw 2oyall mot 
ot vd nowtunimnod Yioll jatsh f 103 ae 
ain mont fod 980842 Yo “oben dart 
| igo] MSGR tied at won 


hartigiq ze 1OdEnd art} moleeI90 fi rising ads wo ext Ame c tiqlua airtel 

for an Ji apa, ne Trt 9's od ahentan “hasoivorg bad eleoti - tavorntt tas 

AOTEBT inohiee't Jeri an pebod worn te Hratit siogc g ot donw 208d Lids 
i ail iA div oontebiee’ ph aclonnaitt iy, ood. Jaxit rt orid- dant 

oaaryr~edo vigneiied ott a bets sonenrtintioo Bese vq lettin orld wt ae 


itt ie! (pots ‘ino tojeag oxy (ost pel rw babnodie eew ov most Ke 

grit ‘iy dorids vido odd aaw roti 068 Ao. mOWRT TO ABW fasaok 

iteo darisd 10 enti ‘eworie™ to vbad ww of badiwebeb os9w ow Sot 

silt heeged 49H .aeonartsd Inisega 1O Me yao 32 over ow Jasna 

of teoacrq oF mot yitilas stains TaoTy oe “be to sganorisd hawsaidires 
sar betbnad od}. to agaizacld ont GOT oto. hier aif 4170 brio ant 


| ‘4 PO aE | eee ok). ie a ae te ie pe iy Ue "Hid cn 
"wih: atten A : aia MRT, 
2838 34 jos ‘ee 


tis ae mise ‘AD SEWN SL [PRR 31°, OC BARR RR 7 Se 


caer eet 
et ae 
‘ i 
> 
ee AS 
4 t 
a | 
ey 
a : 
oe F 7A 
yt Pid 
) 
5 
‘ 
“ ep? 
‘ 
1 
1 
x 
\ 
& 
= 


a” 
. ¥ 

Abe , 
~ eran rts 


WoW +8 
Te AS) 


t 


hh, 
Te 
‘| - 
awe 
retAN 


vt 


a + Nae 


¥ 3 
iv 
*y 


ft 


<li al aa 


of 


ee} 


D> fs ty. - Aryl’ , " 


he rr Ssh bebe cht P ee Le 


4 
PT 
a 
& 
> 
, 
‘ 
; 


eee tO 


t te Ap itil eek BPA Ld petra aba LRA ia Eb 
miedhd-Avieksivgrdnincetieiein fei, fe sinha stadaheal 
AR ape Ce me OE apie < ; 


CMLL Wp - ; ms . neawe 
nw rete 4 fs) : en -¥48 wna ereetsys Hath bybh iad ies bake ted ty 


area we =! wes: ving ue sciagignores wor can 
” E eee 


Kavrhete sah, UPL iieh Aa do ae 
i rises f breeds ay esteneeer 
; Vet Porm apm rnin oe ee 


iy 
- 


Sa aT age, rey 
Pg mmm rete ist 


I RG a Ri eal Ri USE Mg RE AL oe eae 


Si Sa POOR reigns ator RE 


as ia aise ~ Nea Sg ee ee 


ENP E RR Fy ent ee 


ne ie pares 


~ PE rrp ee gala PL 


PPE nO ya 
State doin oe a eae 


EP IOUT a An re a RL LE BY: 
OB Nee Non Ma ar 
Pe SR eS 
¥ Perr nel - 
OP SE i Bl meal, 
ee = 
SEES 
. TEAL ay : 
<5 Pg: - ee ene 
ST he oe, ‘ a" Pak en ohne oe . ae are " fs . = . 
Leech ste pe ape PS < Mt intl ii — 7 cs ha , Nees amie a a Sr Re tay = 
halted Cn eatin ay a ; 
& : ¢ SPN eee 
LAS Heer eM d etn nels: baie 
Be Aieaiinich teratoma eos drumictrardeding toi 
SN AG aks MEA imh me Slings 
Iaith acs cpinig in nha oe AUN ee, 
Son esse aed Tee oa cg oe ee AU RPA GRE EBay Oy may 
Py se . : bs nti Lk hc hnbiee enina teats Saks cee cha ata eee EN ya : 
TC aig ee oa . sree beth psitare a st Ligne, Apatite 3 Z, a acta ‘er Y Poot es A: Reis ren ietibeihahe tsa lahat ac, oe eee eee ioe ead me oat SE ey mp ayn 
SM YA+ eye, : P ACW Piri rbot: PO, mie a Aes Mie intagrsigae ere s. = a pico . aS - ee fh x 4 SANE nea oer Midnite cies nectar 
FFA E BA es ae Pees = a ena = lk is ey ki a aie 4 . : . 5 rine . a ee airs Sct ent Rs 
4 es ~ are RES OL, 


Stee gee aoa 
aires Pict ee . ona z Cathars ms 
Pein eee ~ ap cco a 
1 pi a aw 


Tr 


elon tacos 
BSS OE arlene a one, 


SARS rahe pay, 
pra vans iS 
ery Sissies tie seth saa oe ad 


eR AES MESS meant Se oat 


gr ee Pnfind.. ee laring inn “Si gen 
Mp pntetcctasue 4 . * eyeneriowenite Ree 


